
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
El Ranchito de los Niños is a non-profit children’s home dedicated to keeping sibling groups together who 
might otherwise be separated in foster care. 
 

About El Ranchito de los Niños 
In 2000, El Ranchito de los Niños was founded by Mike and Kathy Mechenbier, local ranchers and farmers 
who saw a need to provide a permanent home for sibling groups who were separated in foster care.  The 
children of El Ranchito are raised as a family in a rural farm setting, given responsibilities and educated as 
a means of building a foundation and breaking the cycle.  The home is a non-profit charity 100% funded by 
private donations, licensed by the State of New Mexico CYFD and certified by the New Mexico Christian 
Child Care Association.  El Ranchito accepts all children regardless of sex, ethnicity, religion or disability.   
 

What Makes El Ranchito Unique 
 Accept children of all ages (0-18 years) 

 Accept sibling groups  

 Long term placement (average stay is 3 years, but many have stayed 10+ years) 

 Placement can be voluntary, private or court referred 

 Provide transition services such as job training, workforce or college once a child has turned 18 

 Home apartment available for children over 18 for sibling visits, holiday breaks, etc., 
 

Our Home 
El Ranchito is located in Los Lunas, New Mexico just south of Albuquerque.  The 7,200 sq ft ranch home is 
nestled among 23 acres of rural land and home to many farm animals that are integrated into our program.  
The kitchen, living areas and house offices are centrally located in the home.  Separate boys and girls 
wings are located on opposite ends of the main living space.  The home also includes a two bedroom 
apartment in each wing, as well as an additional apartment available for former child residents to stay 
during sibling visits, college breaks, etc.,  

 
El Ranchito Programs 

Animal Care 
Provides training and leadership to ensure our children care for and treat the home’s animals in the 
kindest manner. We provide oversight of routine and emergency care, animal safety, pen cleaning, 
proper care, feeding, maintenance of sufficient food and supplies. Current pets include; a horse, 
donkey, 3 goats, dog, cat, guinea pig, gecko, fish and a flock of chickens. 
 
Cultural and Religion 
Provides resources to ensure our children have access to their faith of choice.  They attend 
religious activities or weekly services, and tithe a portion of their allowance. 
 
Education and Personal Development 
Individualized plans and resources are implemented for each child to ensure they receive the best 
education possible. Staff maintains regular contact with teachers, tutors, social workers, case 
managers and appropriate biological family members. 
 



 
Health and Well-Being 
Monthly meal menus are developed and reviewed with a dietician for consistent nutritional meals. 
Individual plans are developed for each child to ensure therapeutic and medical needs are met. 
 
Resident 
Every child has age appropriate goals established and updated every six months: 

 Teen:  Volunteer work, job, allowance, social activities, driving, dating, cell phones, internet 
safety, chores, social media, sex education, extra-curricular activities, etc., 

 Pre-teen:  Volunteer work, allowance, social activities, cell phones, internet safety, chores, 
social media, sex education, extra-curricular activities, etc., 

 Youth:  Early childhood development activities, routines, manners, extra-curricular 
activities, etc., 

 
Safety and Maintenance  
Routine maintenance and emergency repairs are completed in a timely manner to insure the home 
provides a safe environment.  Mandatory staff training of 20 hours per year includes CPR, CYFD 
Policies, Nurtured Heart Training and more. 
 
Transition 
Implemented to ensure children are prepared for life beyond El Ranchito, including but not limited 
to; driving, financial literacy, college preparation, and job development skills.  After high school 
graduation and age 18, they may visit and stay in the front apartment during holidays, school 
breaks or sibling visits. 
 

Ways to Contribute 
1. Make a donation  
2. Give thru United Way (designate El Ranchito de los Niños) 
3. Attend our Events:  Duke it Out (Sept. 27, 2017 or  Charity Cruise XVII (March 24, 2018)  
4. Buy a House Raffle ticket  
5. Sponsor an Event (Duke it Out, Charity Cruise, or NM Governors Ball 2018) 
6. Volunteer 
7. Host an Awareness Event 
8. Join our Board of Directors 
9. Planned Giving 

 

For more information visit www.elranchitonm.org 
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